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and all other Parts s of Great Britain . 


On the Account of Thoſe Sins, which provoked i 
 Gop to ſend, and continue, the mortal Sox 
NESS among the Cattle, and to ſignify, by the 
late awful EARTHQUAKES, that his 9 is 
Not turned away, 


Propoſing to their ſerious Thoughts, DecLara- 
Tilos of the Righteous Gop in his Holy Word, 
concerning ſome Sox rs of Perlons whom he wil 
puniſh in the Day of his Viſitation for Sin. 


And likewiſe, An Account from the ſame Sacred Scriptures, 
of a ſure Way to My F. e and Happineſs. 


" HED PH LY 
At wich Inftant I ſhall ſpeak + AU. 0,13 ation, Sa M2. a Land to | | 
pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it : DET 5 
F that Nation againſt whom ] bave pronounced, turn from * Evil, I will re- 
pent of the Evil that I thought to do unte them. 
And at what Inftant I ſpall ſpeax concerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, 
to build, and to piant it: 
Tf it do Evil in my igbe, that it obey not my Voice, then will I repent of the Good, | * 
coberervith Iſaid 1 wwould benefit chen. Jerem. xviii. 7, 8, 9, 10. | EAT, | 
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LETTER 


TO THE 


INHABITANTS of Lowno and 


WESTMINSTER, Sc. 


HEN the Inhabitants of any City, or 
Country, have long revolted from 
2 God, when Iniquities have long a- 
* 2 bounded among them, they then 

VE have Reaſon to fear, and to expect a 

PN Suffering under theDivineVengeance. 
When they have long enjoyed the Means, and 


Opportunities of Knowing God, and his Will, and 
their Duty to him, and yet ſtubbornly remain re- 


gardleſs of them, and obſtinately perſiſt in Diſobe- 
dience to his Commandments, they then have the 


ſtrongeſt Arguments from the Nature of Things, 


and the Threatenings of the Divine Law, to be very 


apprehenſive that Dettrudtion from the Almighty 


may betal them. 
Aa. " = ni 


4 5 Sacred Declarations, . ; * 
It i is ſaid in Heb. x. 26—3 1. Fe fin wilfully of. A | 
ter that we have received the Knowledge of the Truth, 1 


there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a certain 
fearful looking for of Fudgment, and fiery Indignation, 7 
eh:ch ſhall devour the Adverſaries [of God.] He that "IF 
deſpiſed Moſe*s Law died without Mercy under two, if 
or three Wiineſſes : Of how much ſorer Puniſhment, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trod- 8 
den under Foot the Son of God, and hath counted tbe 
Blood of the Covenant, wherewith he was ſanfijied, 
an-unholy Thing, and hath doneDeſpite unto the Spirit of 1 
Grace : Fer we know him that hath ſaid, Vengeance XY 
belongeth unto me, ſaith the Lord, And again, The 1 
Lord ſhall judge his People, It is a fearful T, * to 
fall into the Hands of the Living Ged. 
That the Inhabitants of I. and V. 
have long, and moſt dread fully provoked the Wrath 
. of the Holy God, and go on ſtill multiplying the 


n 
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Provocations of his deſtroying Judgments, is unde- Z 
niably evident from what his Lordſhip the Biſhop of 1 
London, in his moſt ſeaſonable and ſerious Letter to | 
the Clergy and People of theſe Cities, has very Juitly 5 
obſerved. = | 

The Righteous God has not only manifeſted amaz- „ 


ing Patience and Forbearance towards us, and the 
reſt of the People of Great Britain ; but he has, 
through a Courſe of many. Years, and by various 
Diſpenſations of his Providence, both merciful and 
afflicting, been calling us to Repentance, and Re- 
formation, calling us to ſeek Peace with him: And 
he has given awful Tokens of his Indignation, on 
the account of the numberleſs Sins againſt him, by 
which the Land 1s polluted ; Tokens that the Time 


| of his tremendous Viſitation for Sin is very near; . 
= nay, but rather thar,1s already begun. 4 


I bhall only mention Two Particulars out of many, 
©'Z. 1. The Mok rALIT v, which, for ſome Tears, 
has been dettroying the larger Cattle; by which 

God 
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God plainly admoniſhes us, that if we will not be 
. by ſuch Judgments, he will deſtroy our 


Perſons. 2. The EaRTHqQuakes, which have 


- lately happened. 1. The Morality among the 


Cattle is one fearful Token. For after God had 
threatened to inflict divers Calamities on his People, 
if they would not hearken to him, and would not 


do all his Commandments, if they ſhall deſpiſe his 
| Statutes, or if their Soul ſhould "abbey his Judg- 


ments, ſo that they would not do all his Command- 
ments, but break his Covenant; I ſay, after God 
had denounced various Judgments to be inflicted on 
them for their Sins, one of which was, that he would 


 deftroy their Cattle. (Lev. xxvi. 22.) He ſays, If ye 


wil! not be reformed by me, by theſe T hings, but will 


walk contrary unto me, then 1 will alſo walk contrary 


unto you, and will puniſh you ſeven Times for your Sins. 
And I will bring a Sword upon you, that ſhall avenge 
the Quarrel of my Covenant : And when ye are gathered 
together within your Cities, I will ſend the Peſtilence 
among you, and ye ſhall. be delivered into the Hand of 
tbe Enemy. Vid. Lev. xxvi. 2 3, 245 25. 

The Holy God, by continuing the mortal Sickneſs 


among the Cattle, tells us, that his Wrath is not 


turned a away from us, that we muſt repent, and a- 
mend our Ways, or expect to feel his Vengeance 
in our Perſons; and by the flow Progreſs of the 


Mortality among the Cattle, through a Courſe of 


ſeveral Years, he ſhews himſelf a moſt merciful 


| God, aad that he is loth to deſtroy us. Therefore, 


If People will not hearken to the Almighty, but 
go on in their Treſpaſſes, their Guilt will be moſt 
heinouſly aggravated, and the Righteouſneſs of God's 


_ deſtroying Judgments will be molt conſpicuous, 
when they ſhall be executed, 


The other Token of God's Diſpleaſure and Con- 


| troverſy with us, are the EARTHQUAKES, Which. 


have | 
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5 Sacred Declarati ons, &c. 
have lately happened, not only under theſe Two 


great Cities, but in other Parts of this Kingdom. 


EARTHQUAKES are the Productions of the Al- 


mighty Power of God; and happen only when and 
where he commands them to happen : No Aſtrono- 


mer, no Philoſopher, can tell when or where the ter- 


rible and mighty Coxvursioxs of the Earth ſhall 


be: No, no more than they can tell when the Wind 
will change from Eaſt to Weſt, or to any other Point 


of the Compaſs, or how long it ſhall blow from this 


or that Quarter, or when it © ſhall raiſe Storms and 


Tempeſts: And although natural Cauſes may be 


employed in producing fuch Effects, yet it is God 


who manages theſe natural Cauſes, and who can re- 


ſtrain, or quicken their Agency as he pleaſes, and 


who always does ſo. 

It is the Mighty God, who makes the Earth to 
tremble; therefore. ſaid David (Pſalm Ix. 12.) O 
God, thou haſt ca A us off, thou haſt ſcattered us, thou 


Heal the Breaches thereof, for it ſhaketh. 
The Lord is the true God, and an everlaſting King 
At bis Wrath, the Earth ſhall tremble, and the Na- 


tions ſhall not be able to abide his Indignation, ſaid the 
Prophet, Fer. x. 10. | 
And the Prophet 1ſaiah, declaring God's Indig- 


nation againſt th Inhabitants of Feruſalem, for their 


Sins, ſays to them; Thou ſhalt be vifited of theLord of 


Hoſts with Thunder, and with Earthquake, and great 


Noiſe, with Storm, and Tempeſt, and the Flame of 
devouring Fire, Iſaiah xxix. 6. 


And doubtleſs, when any other People fall under 


the like Guilt, they fall under the like Threatenings, 

which will be executed when ever the Lord pleaſes. 
The Divine Power is never idle, or inactive: As 

it did act in the Creation of the Univerſe, ſo it is 


O turn thyſelf to us again. Thou 
haſt made the Karth to tremble, thou haſt broken Ut; : 


always 
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Sacred Declarations, &c. : 7 


always acting in upholding, preſerving, and regulat- 


ing all the Parts of it: and ſome Things appear to 
be the immediate Effects of the Divine Agency; 
particularly, the Courſe of the Wind, whence, and 
whither it blows, Storms, and Tempeſts, Thunder- 


| ings, and Lightenings, and Earthquakes. They that 


go down to the Sea in Ships, that do Buſineſs in great 
Waters; theſe ſee the Works of the Lord, and his Won- 


ders in the Deep. For he commandeth, and raiſeth the _ 


ſtormy Wind, which lifteth up the Waves thereof, Plal. 

CIX. 23, 24, 26. 1 : 
The Agency of the Power of God appears like- 

wiſe in his Management of Things in the Moral 


World, the Concerns of rational Creatures, the 


T hings in which Nations, Cities, and Families, and 
particular Perſons are concerned. Shall there be Evil 


in the City, and the Lord hath not done it, it is ſaid, 


Amos iii. 6. „„ 
Famines, and PESTILENCES, and EARTHQUAKES 


are tremendous Judgments of the Almighty and 
Holy God, by which Multitudes have been deſtroy- 


ed; yet, tremendous as they are, they are men- 
tioned by our Bleſſed Saviour as foregoing Siens of 
greater Miſeries. For after he had foretold them, 
he ſays, All theſe are the Beginning of Sorrows. Mat. 
xxiv. 8. ; | 3 

And have not Famines, and Peſtilences, and Earth- 
guakes, been lately in divers Places? And hath not 
the Inhabitants of Ereat Britain, and its Cities, long, 
even through the Courſe of many Years, been pro- 
voking the Moſt High? Have they not been re- 
gardleſs of his Laws, affronting his Authority, and 
defying his Juſtice, and his Power? And do they 
not ſtill go on in their evil Ways, and in a dreadful 


Rebellion a gainſt him? And what will be the End of 


ſuch a deſperate Courſe! Arc not greater Calamitirs, 


and greater Deſtructions of inners, 10 be feared, 


and expected ? | 
. FO The 


8 © Sacred Declarations, Ge. 
The Prophet Jſaiab having expoſtulated with the 
Inhabitants of Judab for their Wickedneſs, and In- 

corrigibleneſs, under thoſe J8dgments, which had 
been inflicted on them, adds, (1/a:ah i. 24.) There- 1 
fore ſaith the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, the Mighty Onue 
of Ijrael, Ab, Iwill eaſe me of mine Adverſaries, ans 
avenge me of mine Enemies. And who are theſe? 54 
Doubtleſs, all who lead ungodly Lives: They evi- = 

dently appear to be God's Enemies by their wicked 


Works: and inexpreſſi ible are the Terrors of the 1 
Time, when the Righteous God ſhall avenge him 
ſelf of them. 1 


I may likewiſe obſerve, that after the Prophet had 
faid to the Lord, Thou haſt forſaken thy People, he 
ſays to the P-ople, Enter into the Rock, and hide 
thee in the Duſt for Fear of the Lord, and for the 1 
Glory of bis Majeſty, (vid. Jaiab ii. 6, 10.) And he ' 
Foretels their going into the Clefts of ihe Rocks, and = 
into the Tops of the ragged Rocks, for Fear of the © 
Lord, and for the Glory of his Majeſty, when be ſhall {| 
riſe to ſhake terribly the Earth. | 

When the incorrigible Sinners ſhall come to ſee 
the dreadful Execution of God's threatened Judge 
ments, when the Arrows of his Wrath ſhall fly 

thick around them, when they ſhall hear nothing 
but dreadful Tidings, when they ſhall 
See; and liearof many Families, and Na deſtroyed, or re- 
duced to extreme Diſtreſs and Miſery, who a little 
before enjoyed Health, Proſperity, and Peace; 
when Dangers thicken about them, when their 
guilty Souls ſpall be filled with horrible Fears, they 
may fly from their Dwellings, and ſeck hiding 
Places for their Security, but they cannot fly from 
God, nor get out of the Reach of his Arm: Whi- 
therſoever t they ſhall go, the Juſt God is there; if 
in the City there comes a Peſtilence, or Famine, 
without it the Sword may devour. 


Sacred Declarations, Se. 9 


And altho' the Wicked, in a Time of Tranquil- 
lity, may for a while be ſtupid, and fearleſs, yet 
| when God proceeds ing Controverſy with them, h2 
will make their Hearts to ach, and their Fleſh to 
_ tremblez-and fill their Souls witk Conſternation, and 
amazing Terrors. Then the Sinners in Zion will be 
afraid, "then Fearfulneſs wall ſurprive the Hypo- 
crites. 

There is Reaſon, as I have obſerved, to think that 
the Day of the Lord's Viſitation of this Land for Sin 
is begun, and proceeding; and therefore the Hearts 
of ungodly Sinners may well faint with the Ap- 


pected. 
J fay not theſe Things to drive any to Deſpair, 
but to excite them immediately to ſeek Peace, and 
BP | Reconciliation, with the Holy God, through Faith 
in the Bl:fſed Jeſus, who is both able and willing to 
= Afaveeven the chief of Sinners, who return to God 
: through him. 
There is till Room to hope for Mercy and Par- 
don. Therefore it is that the Lokp ſtill waits, even 
that he may be gracious unto us. 


our Land, will, like the Ninevites, believe God, and 
faſt and humble themſclves, and cry mightily unto 
* God, and turn every one from his evil Ways, and 


(vid. Zonah iii.) 
For the Lord hath 8540 At what I. fant 1 2 


ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, 


that Nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, turn 
from their Evil, I will repent of gp Evil bat 1 
n to do unto them. Jer. xviii, 7 8 


prehenlion of the Evils that may Juſtly be ex- 


If the Inhabitants of our Cities, if the People of 


* the Violence that is in their Hands, God will 
turn from his fierce Anger, and we ſhall not prone. 


to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it; if 


B | | But 


h1s 
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But we can have no well-groundeq Hope of eſ- 
caping the deſtroy ing Judgments of God, of God 
long provoked, till we ſee a great Reformation in 
our Cities and Nation. 

Reformation is the Thing which the, Winnie, and 
the Providence of God do loudly call for ; ; and that 
I may chro' the divine Bleſſing be an Inſtrument of 
his bringing, a ſinful People to Repentance, Faith, 
and Holinefs, in Heart and Lite, I ſhall give an Ac- 
count of tome SorTs of Perſons, whom God will 
Pu. in in che Day of his awful Viſitation for Sin. 

Ihe Word of the Lord is the Deriſion of pro- 
fane Sinners in tücſe Days, no leſs than in Time 
paſt; yet the divine Providence 18 always fulfilling 
his Word. 

Well did David ſay to God, Thou Bat magnified 
thy Word above all thy Name, Pſal. exxxvii. 2. The 
Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit (Epheſ. vi. 
xvii.) It is the great Means by which the holy 
Spirit ſubdues Sinners, and brings them to the Obe- 


dience of Faith, and by which he eriableth Believers | 


to conflict with, and overcome their ſpiritual Ene- 
nes, the Principalities, and Powers, and the Rulers 
of the Darkneſs of this World. 
But the Generality of People are Strangers to the 
1 Word of God, and many who ſcoff at it never read 
yet the Time will come, will ſurely come, when 
all Men will be made to know ſomewhat of it, for 
they will be judged according to it, 


It is certainly very ſeaſonable, and neediul, when 


God is riſen out of his Place to puniſh the Inhabi- 
tants of the the Earth for their Iniquities, very need- 
ful, I ſay, to acquaint them with what the Word of 
the Lord has ſpoken concerning various Sorts of 
Sinners, and let them obſerve whether God in the 
Couric of his Providences will not act according to 
the Declarations upon Record in his holy Word ; 


and conſid er whether it is not their Intereſt, as well | 


: a5 
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Sacred Declarations, SSO. 11 
as Duty, to ſeek Peace with God, that ſo they may 
eſcape the Evil he has threatned. 

And it deſerves the moſt ſerious Notice, and 
Conſideration, that the following Sorts of Perſons 
are. particularly threatned with Puniſhments in the 
Day of God's Viſitation for Sin: And happy will it 
be if thoſe guilty Sorts of People, ſhall ponder in 
their Minds, what the Lord hath ſaid concerning 
them, and be prevailed with to fly from that Wrath 
which 1s coming on the Children of Diſobedience, 
by flying to the bleſſed Jeſus with the Wings of Faith, 
and becoming his true Diſciples, new Creatures | in 
him, ſanRtified by his Spirit, and made fruitful in 
Holineſs. by Union, and Fellowſhip with him. 

I. Thoſe Miniſters of the Word of God, of 
every Denomination, who either ſet bad Examples, 
or live in the Neglect of the Duty they owe to the 
People under their Care, are one Sort of Perſons 
Particu. ary threatned by the holy Gd. | 
I mention theſe by Way of Preface, becauſe they 
are as Stewards of the Myfteries of God (1 Cor. iv. 
I.), and have in Charge to teach the People, the 
Doctrines, the Statutes, the Commandments and 
the Ordinances of God; and becauſe their bad Ex- 
amples, and Neglect of the Duties of their Mi- 
niſtry, are ſad Occaſions of Irrel gion, and Wicked- 
neſs among the People. 
In Jſaiab v. 6, 9— 12. the Word of the Loxp 
ſays, All the Beaſts of the Fieid come to devour, yea, 
all the Beaſts of the Foreſt. His Watchmen are End, 
they are all ignorant, they are al dumb Dogs, they canno 
bark ; lleeping, lying down, lodging to ſlumber. Zea, 
they are greedy Dogs, which can. #ever have enough, 
and they are Shepherds that cannot underſtand: They 
all lock lo their own May, every one for his Gain from 
his Quarter. Come ye, fay they, 1 will fetch Mine, 
and we will fill ourselves with tr org Drink, and to- 
B 2 | morreu 
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morroco Hall be as this Day, und much more abun- 
daut. 


By Watchmen, and Shepherds, were meant the 


| Prophets and Prieſts, who, in the Days of Isa1an, 
were Minifters of the Word of God, who ought to 
have underſtood it, and been able to inſtruct the 
People in it, able to teach them, what God would 


have them to know, to believe, and to do; they 
ought to be Men tree from Avarice, and of great 


| Sobricty. 


The Paſſages cited ſhew, that the following Sorts 


of bad Miniſters, are plainly threatned with De- 
1 in the Day of the Lord's Viſitation. 

| Thoſe Miniiters, who are ignorant, ignorant 
of tho! Thin gs, which God would have them 


teach the 1 cople, and ſo are no more capable of 


performing their Office, than Watchmen who are 
blind can fee an approaching Danger, and thereup- 
on give Warning of it, or guide People in the Way 


they ſhould go, but are like dumb Dogs, that can- 


not bark to give Notice When a Wolf is coming: 
Their Ignorance rendering them incapable of ac- 
quainting the People under their Care, with the 
Dangers their Souls are expoſed to. 

n-gl<& to perform the Duties of their ſacred Func- 
tion, and indulge themſelves in Eaſe, Idleneſs, and 
Sloth. This is manifeſtly imported in thoſe Ex- 
preſſions, ſeeing, Hing down, and ws to um- 
ber. 


of the Service they owe to their People, yet are - for 
getting as much from them as they can, making 
their own ſecular Intereſt their chief Concern. This 
is plainly ſignified by thoſe Words, viz. they are 
Fg Dees, which can never bave enough—they all 
loo to their own ay, every one fer bis Gain "ow bis 
* 

4. Thoſe 


2. Thoſe lazy, careleſs Miniſters, who Aly 8 


Thoſe covetens Miniſters, who, tho? negligent - 


Fg 
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4. Thoſe tipling Miniſters, who are fond of 
ſtrong Liquors, and encourage others to drink with 
them to excels, and ſpeak Words, and act according 
to the Import of Verſe 12. Come ye, fay they, I 
Twill fetch Wine, and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong 


Drink, and To-morrow 3 be as this Day, and much 
more abundant. 


In Jerem. ii. 8, 9. are theſe. Words, viz. The 


| 5 Prieſts ſaid not, Where is the Lord? And they that 


handle the Law knew me not, the Paſtors alſo tranſ- 
greſſed againſt- me, and the Prophets propheſied by 
Baal, and walked after Things that do not profit. 


. berefore T will yet plead with you, ſaith the Lord, 


and with your Children's Children will I plead. 
Theſe Words ſhew, that. the holy God has a 

Controverly with ungodly Miniſters, who are deſti- 

tute of the ſaving Knowledge of him, and live in 


Diſobedience to m ſuch Miniſters, inſtead of 


obtaining a Bleſſing on their Children, expoſe them 


to a Curſe, and the Lord will deal with thoſe Pa- 


rents in a Way of Wrath. 
In Jerem. xxu.-2. it 18 written, 7. berefore thus 


ſaith the Loꝝ p God of Iſrael againſt the Paſtors, that 


feed my People, Ye have ſcattered my Flock, and driven 


them away, and have not viſited them: Bebold ! I 


will viſit upon you the Evil of your Doings, ſaith the 
Loxp. Which Words ſhew, that God will viſit 


upon ſuch Paſtors, as will not faithfully perform 


their Duty, but neglect the Care of their People, 
that he will viſit upon them the Evil of their 
Doing. 

The Apoſtle not only taught the People publickly, 
but from Houſe to Houſe, reaching Repentance 
toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
(ſee Ads xx. 20, 21.) but thoſe Miniſters who will not 


imitate the Example of the Apoſtie, but neglect to 


viſit their Sheep, and behave fo, as to drive them 
from 
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from attending the ſacred Miniſtrations, provoke 
the Anger of God, and have Reaſon to expect a 


Feeling The bitter Effects of it. 


In Ezek. xxii. 26, 31. the righteous God ſays, 
Her Pricfts have violated my Law, and have profaned 


mine holy Things : They have put no Difference be- 


teen the Holy and Profane, neither have they ſhewed 
Difference between the Unclean and the Clean, and 


have bid their Eyes from my Sabbaths, and J am pro- 
faned among them. I have conſumed them with the 
Fire of my Wrath : Their con WWay have J recom- 
penſed upon their Heads, ſaith the Lox D God. Theſe 
Paſſages ſhew, that thoſe Miniſters of God in ſacred 


things, who (regardleſs of their Duty) admit un- 


godly Perſons to thoſe divine Ordinances which are 
the peculiar Privilege of the Righteous, and reject 
the Righteous for whom they were appointed, and 


Who will not look into, and obſerve the Laws of 
the Sabbath, to keep it holy, have Reaſon to be 


afraid, that the Juſt Ged will pour out his Indigna- 
tion upon them, and conſume them in the Day of 
his Viſitation for Sin. 


Happy for them will it be, if thoſe Miniſters of 


the Word of God, who are the Objects of the 


Threatnings mentioned, ſhall conſider and lay them 


to Heart, and make the right 9 of 
them. | 


II. ne Perſons, who ſcoff at ſerious Things, 


who deride the Providence, or the Word, or the 


Commandments, or the Sabbaths, or the Ordi- 


nances, or the Worſhip, or the People of God, 


are Objects of his Viſitation and Wrath. 


The Words and Actions of theſe Perſons ſhew 


an Enmity againſt God, and an impious Contempt 


of his Authority, and Laws, and a proud Diſdain of 
his People : And they bring upon themſelves the 


Character of Scorners, or of being ſcornful. 


Re. 
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In Prov. iii 33, 34. it is ſaid, The Curſe of the 
Lord is in the Houje of the Wicked ——ſurely he ſcorneth 
the-Storners. And in Prov. xix. 29. it is declared, 
That Fadgments are prepared for Scoraers. And 


therefore this Sort of Sinners have Reaſon to think, 


that divine Judgment will come heavy upon them 
in the Day of the Lord's Viſitation. 

Scorners are dangerous Inhabitants of a Gity, FE 
it is ſaid, Prov. xxix. 8. Seornful Men bring a- City 
into a Snare. 

Theſe are Tranſgreſſors of the firſt Command, 
which, as it forbids the having any other God, ſo it 


ſignifies, that it is our Duty to acknowledge, love, 


and reverence the true God, and have Reſpect to all 


his Statutes, and Ordinances, which thele Sinners 


contemn and deſpiſe. 


III. Ipo AT ERS. There are two Sorts of Idolatry; 


one, a Tranſgreſſion of the t of the Ten Com- 


mandments, the other, a Violation of the Second 
of them. 

And thoſe Perſons are ouilty of want the 
firſt Commandment, who own, or acknowledg 


any Creature as God, or who pay religious Reſpect 


or Reverence, by any inward Action of their 
Minds, or Geſture of their Body, to any Creature 
as God and the Object of their Worſhip. 

Theſe Actions are an Acknowledgment of ſuch a 


5 Creature as God, and is the having another God be- 
fore the Face, or beſides j i novan, the one only living 


bw; 


and true God; and is the Sin, the Idoſatry forbid- 


den in Exod. xx. 3 where the Almighty ſays, Thou 
ball have no other God, before Me. | 
And this is a moſt heinous Impiety z becauſe it 


is an Acknowledgment of divine Perfections, _ 


dom, Know!eage, "Holineſs, Power; and Goodneſs, 
be the Attributes of ſuch a Creature, and a — — 
to ſuch a Creature the Glory due to God alone. 

And 
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And ſince God has given to Man an Underſtand- 


ing to know Things, and a reaſoning Faculty to 
draw proper Concluſions, it is the more abſurd and 
irrational in Man, to entertain an Apprehenſion, 
that any material Subſtance is. poſſeſſed with the At- 
tributes of that Being who formed it. 


The ſecond Commandment forbids Mens making 


any Images to be the Means of religious Worſhip- 
ing the true God As the firſt Commandment 
relates to the ObjeRt of divine Worſhip, ſo the Se- 
cond to the Means of it. It ſays, Thou ſhalt not 
make to thyſelf any graven Image, or any Likeneſs of 
any Thing hat is in Heaven above, or that is in the 


Earth beneath, or that is in the Water under the 


Earth, Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to them nor 
ſerve them. (Vid. Exod. xx. 4, 5.) 

And as the Law forbids the making any Repre⸗ 
ſentations, as the Means of Worſhip, and the per- 
forming any bodily Actions expreſſive of Reverence 


to them; ſo it muſt be underſtood for the ſame Rea- 


ſons, to forbid thoſe internal Acts of the Mind, 
which ſignify a religious Devotion to them. 
Worſhipping the true God by Means of a molten 
or graven Image, was the Tlolatry of the Children of 
Iſrael. When the golden Calf was made, the Peo- 


ple ſaid, Theſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael, which brought 


thee out of the Land of Egypt, Exod. xxxii. 4. J. d. 
This Image is to repreſent God, who delivered us 
from our "Bondage to the Egyplians, we will keep 
in Remembrance our Deliverance, and expreſs our 


Reverence of Fehovah our God, by Acts of Ado- 


ration to this Image. 


For they kept a Feaſt to Jebovab, by Means of 


that golden Calf. 


Aaron made Proclamation, and ſaid, To morrow 


is a Feaſt to the Lok D, i. e. Febovab. (Exod. Z - 


5.) and ver, 6. it is ſaid, They "_ up early on the 


Keen, 


1 
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Morrow, and offered Burnt-offerings, and brought 
Peace-offerings, (i. e. to Fehovah) and this they did 
by Means of the Golden Calf, by performing their 


Acts of religious Worſhip to it, as a Repreſentation 
of God, who had brought them out of the Land of 


Egypt. 

Now from what has been otiferved; the Nature of 
the Sin of Idolatry is very manifeſt, and the Idola- 
try forbidden by the ſecond Commandment, is a 
very heinous Iniquity; obſcuring from the Idolaters, 
the Brightneſs, the Glory of the divine Majeſty, by 
making Images of Creatures, or a, real or ima- 


ginary, Repreſentations of God, becauſe ſuch Re- 


preſentations can only excite falſe and debaſing Ideas 


of a Being who is inviſible, who never was ſeen, or 


can be ſeen; and whoſe Glory it is to be unlike 
all ſenſible Objects, and infinitely to tranſcend the 
moſt excellent Creatures. To whom then will ye 
liten God? Or what Likeneſs will ye compare to him? 
_ ſays the inſpired Prophet IJſaiab xl. 18. and v. 25. 
To whom then will ye liken me? or ſhall I be equal * ? 
fays ihe holy One. 

It ĩs a vile Indignity to the great God, to make 
any Repreſentation, or Image to be the Means of 
worſhiping him; a Practice very provoking of his 
Anger. 


How terrible did the holy God reſent i it, when the 


Iſraelites were guilty of it. 
The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go, get hee down ;, for 


thy People which thou broughteſt out of the Land of 


Egypt, have corrupted themſelves. They have turned 
aſide quickly out of the Way which I commanded them 
they have made them a molten Calf, and have 1 
it, and bave ſacrificed thereunto, and ſaid, Theſe be 


thy Gods, O Iſrael, which have brought thee up out of 
the Land of Egypt v. 7, 8.—-— Now therefore let 


me alone, that my Wrath may wax hot againſt them, 
and that I may conſume them. v. 10. 


Moſes 
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Moſes indeed prayed for the People, and God did 
not deſtroy them, though many 1 the Idolaters o by 
his Appointment were ſlain. 


Meſes bewailed their Idolatry, and ſaid, O this 


People have ſinned a great Sin, v. 27, 28 — And the 
Lord plagued the People, becauſe they made the Calf 
wich Aaron made. 

Surely the ſad Examples of the Iſraelites herein, 
and the Manifeſtations of God's Wrath againſt them, 
ſhould make all Men ever after afraid of worſhiping 
even the true God by Means of any Images whatever. 
It was the ſame Sort of Idolatry which Feroboam 


King of rae! eſtabliſhed by his Authority. He took 
Counſel and made two Calves of Gold, and ſaid unto 


them, (i. e. his Subje&ts) It is 100 much for you to go 
up to Jeruſalem: Behold thy Gods, O Ijrael, which 
brought thee up out of the Land of Egypt. And he ſet 


the one in Bethel, and the other pul he 1 in Dan. 1 Kings 


X11, 28, 29. 


And thus did alan bring the Children of 


Trae! to fin againſt the Lord their God. 


And whoever, to expreſs, or ſignify their Reve- 


rence or Worſhip of the moſt high God, ſhall per- 
form Acts of Homage, Reverence, and Worſhip to 


any Image, molten, graven, or painted, is guikey of 


the like Idolatry. 
God has, in very many Paſſages of his Word, 


threatned to puniſh Idolaters in the Day of his Viſi- 


tation for Sin. And there are many Inſtances upon 
Record in the ſacred Scriptures of his having done 
ſo; and it concerns every one that is guilty of this 
Sin, to conſider that Idolaters ſhall not inheric che 
Kingdom of God. 1 Cer. Vi. 9. a 


IV. Proud Perſons are another Sort whom the 
holy God has threatened to punith in the Day of his 
Viſitation for Sin. 

Voarious is the Fuel for Pride, viz, fine Houſes, 
the Ornaments tor Apparel, Furniture, Gardens, 


Riches, 
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Riches, and Equipage, Beauty, Learning and Ho- 
nour, and divers other Things. 

Pride is a Man's overvaluing himſelf on Mee 
of ſome natural, or acquired, or imaginary Gifts, 
or Excellencies; it is when a Man thinks of himſelf 

more highly than he ought to do. | 

Proud Perſons are 1dols to themſelves, and Tranſ- 
greſſors of the firſt Commandment, and have not 
that Love to God, that Reverence of him, or that 
Humility of Mind which are their Duty ; and God 
admoniſhes them by awful Threatnings. 
In Jfaiab ii. 11, 12. the Prophet ſays, be 
lofty Looks of Man ſhall be humb ed, and the Haugbti- | 
neſs of Men ſhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone - 
Hall be exalted in that Day. For the Day of the Lord 
of Hoſts ſhall be upon every one that is proud and 
lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up, and he fhall 
be brought low. And in Confirmation of this it is 
added v. 17. And the Loftineſs of Man ſhall be bowed 
down, and the Haughtineſs of Men ſball be made low : 
and ihe Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that Day, i. e. in 
the Day wherein he viſits for Sin. 
And concerning Women it is declared in {jaiab 
ii. 16. Moreover the Lord ſaith, Becauſe the Daugh- 
ters of Zion. are haughty, and walk with ſtretched 
forth Necks, and wanton Eyes, walking, and mincing 
as they go, therefore the Lord will ſmite with a Scab 
the Crown of the Head of the Daughicrs of Zion. 
v. 17. 
And the Prophet declares v. 18. In that Day (viz. 
of Viſitation for Sin) the Lord will take awway the 
Bravery of their Ornaments, and greatly afflict them 
(read v. 18. to the End of v. 24.) 
Pride goeth before Deſtruction, and an haughty 8 Pi- 
rit before a Fall, it is ſaid Prov. xvi. 18. | 
The Prophet Ezekiel N Exe. xvi. 49.) ſaid to 
the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, Behold this was the Ini- 
= aui of 85 _ Sodom, Pride, Fulneſs of Bread (1. e. 
| C2 . 7 
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Luxury) and abundance of Idleneſs was in her, and in 
ber Daughters. And what was the Conſequence ? 
Truly, a moſt dreadful and utter Deſtruction by 
Fire and Brimſtone. 

This Example of the divine Vengeance (with the 

Threatnings mentioned) they who indulge them- 
ſelves in Pride, Luxury, and Idleneſs, have Reaſon 
to be afraid, when the righteous God executeth _ 
Judgments for Sin. | 


V. Perſons who are Lovers of Pleaſures more than 
Lovers of God, are another Sort that have Reaſon 
to expect a terrible F ecling of the Wrath of the Al- 
mighty, when he viſits for Sin. 

Senſual Delights engroſs tne Affections of many 
People. It is the chief Thing they ſeek after; for 
which they take unwearied Pains, and are at Ex- 
pences far beyond what their Incomings will allow; 
and for the Enjoyment of which many impoveriſh 
themſelves and their Families. 

And are not they who love Pleaſures more than 
they love God, are they not in a black Liſt? and 
placed with Blaſphemers, falſe Accuſers, incontinent, 
fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, 7 * &c. 
See 2 Tim. iii. 2—4. 

And do not they love their Pleaſures more than 
they love God, who neglect the Duties they owe to 
God, for the Sake of being preſent at places of pub- 
lick Diverſions and Entertainments ? 5 

If a Man takes all Opportunities of being in the 
Company of one Acquaintance, and induſtriouſly 
ſhuns the Company and Converſation of another, it 
is plain, to a Demonſtration, that he loves the one, 
and diſlikes, and hates the other, 

And thus, as to the Lovers of Pleaſure, it 1s moſt 
evident, that they are Haters of God, and ſome of 

his Enemies. | 
They go with ardent Deſires to Plays, Operas, 
and other Places of ſenſual Delights, but will not 
14 endure 


leſt vour Bands be made frrong 3 for I have heard from © 
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| endure the Performance of religious Exerciſes in their 
Families, or Cloſets, nor will go to the Places of 


publick Worthip. 

And will not the Moſt High ſhew his Indignation 
againſt thoſe, when he is riten out of his Place o 
puniſh People for their Iniquitics? ? | 

What God ſaid concerning Babylon, manifeſts his 
Indignation againſt this Sort of Sinners; and that 
they have Cauſe to expect the bitter Fruits of it. 
Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to Plea- 
fures, that dwelleſt careteſly —— theſe two Things fhall 
come to thee in a Moment, in one Day, the L/ of 
Children, and Widowhood, they ſpall come upon bee 


in their Perfection. Ia. "xIvit. $, 9. 


The Prophet ſays, Woe unto them—— the Harp, 
and the Viol, and Tabret, and Pipe, and Wine are in 
their Feaſts, but they regard not the Work of the Lord, 
neither conſider the Operation of his Hands. Iſa. v. 11. 

And the Prophet Amos ſays, Moe to them that are 


at Eaſe in Zion Ze that put far away the evil 
Day, and cauſe the Seat of Violence to come near; that 


lie upon Beds of Foory, and ſtretch themſelves upon their 


Couches, and eat the Lambs out of the Flock, and the 


Calves out of the midſt of the Stall ; that chant to the 
Sound of the Viol —that drink Wine in Bowls, and 


anoin! themſelves with the chief Ointments ; but they 


are not grieved for the Affliction of Foſeph. See Amos 


vi. 1—7. and read Deut. xx vin. 15. ad finem. 
The holy God will put an End to their Pleaſures, 


and bring them to weeping, and howling, and bit- 


ter Lamentation, when he viſits a Co for their 
Iniquities, 

The Prophet ſays, in Tn. xxviii, 21, 22. For 
the Lord Hall riſe up as in Mount Perazim, he ſhall 
be wroth as inthe Valley of Gileon, that be may do his 


Wort, his ftrange Work; and bring to paſs his A, 


bis ftran ge AF. Now therefore be ye not Mockers, 


the 
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the Lord God of Hoſts, a Conſumption even determined 


on the whole Earth. 


Then the Mirth of Tabrets conlith. the Naiſe of 
them that rejoice endeth, the Foy of the Harp ceaſeth— 
All Foy is darkened, the Mirth of the Land is fans, 


(Ifaiah xxiv. 8, 11.) Thus it will be, when God is 


puniſhing the Inhabitants 1 a Land for their Inique- | 


ries. 
Then will I cauſe to PET” from the Cities of Judab, 


and from the Streets of Jeruſalem, the Voice of Mirth, 
and the Voice of Gladneſs, ſays the righteous God, 

ſpeaking of the Time when he would inflict his 
Judgment for the Iniquities of his People. 


Theſe Declarations of the Almighty deſerve the 
Notice of them who no themſelves in av 
Pleaſures. 


VI Paoranzss of the 10 Name of God, are 


another Sort of Sinners that have Reaſon to expect 
Puniſhment in the Day of Viſitation for Sin. 


I underſtand by Profaneneſs, an irreligious Treat- 
ment, by Words or Actions, of ſomewhat ſacred, 
in Violation of the divine Laws concerning it. 

God is greatly to be feared in the Aſſe mbly of the 


Saints : and. to be had in Reverence of all them that 


are about bim, (Pſalm lxxxix. 7.) Holy and reverend 


is bis Name, (Pſalm ii. 9.) 


All the Names, the Titles, Arles the Pro- 


vidence and Word of the Moſt High, even every 


Thing by which he has made himſelf known, ought 
always to be mentioned and treated with Seriouſ- 


neſs and Reverence. 
But all thoſe Words and Adee of Men relating 


to them, which ſignify a Contempt of them, or a 


Want of Reverence to God, are Inſtances of Pro- 
faneneſs. | ” 


7 hou 
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bon ſhalt not take the Nams of the Lord thy God in 
vain, for the Lord will not bold him guiltleſs that tak- 
eth his Name in vain. Exod. xx. 7. 

People take the Name of God in vain, wo 
they uſe or mention it for trifling and vain Pur- 
poſes; as many do in common Diſcourſe, without 
any Occaſion; and when it can only ſerve to ſhew 
an Irreverence of the Great Jehovah, and to ſet bad 
Examples to all that hear them. 

But ler ſuch profane Sinners remember, that tho 


they may eſcape Puniſhment from Men, yet be 


Lord will not hold them guiltleſs, and let them con- 
ſider the tremendous Import of that Declaration. 
It is yet a more aggravated Profaneneſs of - 
Name of God, when Men ſwear falſely by it; be- 
cauſe it is an impious Calling on God, or appealing 

to him, as Witneſs to a Falſehood, and is 4 con- 
cealing of Truth, or ſomething which ſhould be 
| known, and is often i injurious to others. It is ſpeak- 
ing a Lye with an Oath. 

Hear ye this—which fwear by the Name of the 
Lord, and make mention of the God of Iſrael, but not 
in Truth, not in Righteouſneſs, ſaid the holy God to 
his People, Iſaiah xlviii. 1. Vill ye ſcwear falſely— 
And come, and ſtand before me, and ſay, wwe are delivered 
to do all theſe Abominations.—Behold, even I hath ſeen 
it, ſaith the Lord. Therefore I will caſt you out of 
my fight. Jer. vii. % . 

Becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth, ſaid the 
Prophet, Fer. xxiii. 10. 

Hear the Word of the Lord, ye Children of Iſrael, 
(aid Hoſea) for the Lord bath a Controverſy with the 
Inbabitants of be Land, becauſe there is no Truth, nor 
Mercy, ner Kunwledge of God in the Land. Therefore 

fhal! the Land mourn. Hol. iv. 1, 3. 
This is the Curſe that coeth forth over the Face of 
the wet Earib, for every one that ſtealeth ſhall be 75 
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24 Sacred Declarations, Ge. 


off, as on this Side, and every one that fweareth SHALL 
BE CUT OFF, as on that Side, — to it, it is 
faid, Zech. v. 3. 

There i is yet another, and a very dreadful Sort of 
profaning the Name of God, that is, when a Man, 
on any Provocation from another, ſhall pray to 
God to damn him, or that the Plague may take 
him, or that ſome other Evil may befal him. 

This is a profane Practice, which not only tranſ- 


 grefſes the Laws of God, which requires us to love 


our Enemies, to love all Men, to pray for them 
which deſpitefully uſe us, but it is a treating God as 


if he was to fulfil their malicious Deſires, and to 


make his Power to ſubſerve their immoral Wiſhes; 
and ſuch have abundant Reaſon to expect Puniſh- 
ment, when God viſits for Sin. 


VII Proraness of God's Sabbaths are onthe | 


Sort of Sinners, which provoke God to ſend de- 


ſtroy ing Judgments. 

The Sabbath is profaned, when People fall into a 

Diſlike of ir, and wilfully miſpend the Time of it, 
tranigreſſing thoſe Laws, which require us to remem- 
ber the Sabbath Day to keep it holy, f. e. to em- 
ploy it in religious Exerciſes, except what Time 
muſt be taken up in the Works of Neceſſity and 
Works of Mercy. 
They who wilfulty neglect the holy Convocation 
of Pcople, appointed to be on the Sabbath, and 
will not give their Attendance on the Offices of the 
publick Worſhip of God, but tranſact their ſecular 
Affaits, buy and ſell, or receive or make Viſits of 
Entertainment, or. take their Recreations and Plea- 
ſure on the Day, or ſpend the Time in Idlenels, are 
Profaners of the Sabbath, 

Six Days halt thou labour, and do all thy Work, 


23 


= 


Sacred Declarations, Sc. -  j 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it thou ſhalt not 
do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, 
nor thy Man-Servant, thy Maid-Servant, nor thy 
_ Cattle, nor the Stranger that is within thy Gates. 

And the holy God ſays, If thou turn away thy 
Foot from the Sabbath, Fol doing thine own Plea- 
ſure on my holy Day, and (ſhalt) call the Sabbath a De- 
light, the Holy of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt Bo- 
nour him, not doing thine own Mays, nor finding thine 
own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own Words. Then 
ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe 
thee to ride upon the high Places of the Earth, and feed 
thee with the Heritage of Jacob thy Father ; for the 
Mouth of the Lord bath ſpoken it. Ta. lviti. 13, 14. 

It appears from theſe Paſſages, that God does not 
allow us on the Sabbath, either to do any worldly 
Buſineſs, or to oratify ourſelves even with thoſe Re- 
creations and Pleaſures, which are lawful on other 
Days: It appears, that if we prize the Day of Sa- 
cred Reſt, and take Delight in the religious Exer- 
ciſes of it, and abſtain from our own ſecularWorks, 
and Words, and Pleaſures, we ſhall then pleaſe our 
moſt gracious God, and have his Bleſſing upon us, 
and have his Bleſſing manifeſted to us by kind Diſ- 
penſations of his Providence towards us: And it ap- 
pears alſo, that if we allow ourſelves to break his 
Laws concerning the Sabbath, we provoke his Wrath. 

God hath promiſed to them that keep his Sab- 
baths, and chooſe the Things that pleaſe him, 
and take hold of his Covenant, that he will give 
them an everlaſting Name, that ſpall not be cut 
F: That them who join themſelves to the Lord 
to ſerve him, and to love the Name of the Lord to be 
His Servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from 
polluting it, and taketh hold of his Covenant, even 
them will he bring to his holy Mountain, and make 
them joyful in bis Houſe of Prayer. Read Iſaiah Iv1. 
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26 Sacred Declarations, Ec. 

But moſt tremendous are the Declarations of the 
righteous God againſt his own People for Profaniog 
his Sabbath. 

That is an awful Declaration of the Lok p of 
Hoſts in Ezek. xx. 21. 

They polluled my Sabbaths : Then T ſaid I weld 
pour out my Fury upon them. And this Impiety is 
mentioned as one Cauſe of deſtroying Judgments, 
K of God's with-holding his Favour and Bleſſing. 

v. 13, 10, 24. 

This Irreligion is reckoned among the crying 
Sins of the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, ( Ezek. wxii, 8. ) 
Thou haſt deſpiſed mine holy Things, and haſt profaned 
my Sabbaths, ſaid the holy God. 

And after the mentioning of their Provocations, 


God ſays, (ib. v. 14. Cn thine Heart endure, or can 


thine Hands be ftirons in the Days that TI ſhall deal with 
thee ? T the Lord have ſpoken it, and I will do it. And 
T will ſcalter thee among the Heathen, and diſperſe thee 
in the Countries, and Will conſume thy Filthineſs out of 
thee; ver. 16. 

Many People break God's Sabbaths without Re- 
morle, becauſe they meet with no Puniſhments 
from Men, and becauſe the Judgments of God are 
not ſpeedily executed ; but they muſt not think to 

eſcape ſo in the Day of God's Viſitation for Sin: 
The Threatnings mentioned plainly mew, that they | 
ſhall not eſcape. | 

J have, in the foregoing Parte, conſidered 
the Declarations of the righteous God concerning 


ſome Sorts of Perſons who are wilful, ſtubborn 


Tranſgreſſors of one or other of the four firſt of the 
Ten Commandments, recorded in Exodus xx. and 
J intended to have related ſome of the awful Things, 
which the Lord hath ſpoken in his Word of thoſe, 
who live in wilful Diſobedience to his other Com- 
Manaments x ; but that what has been written may 

ſooner 


Sacred Declarations, &c. "IP 
fooner get into the Hands of thoſe whom it chiefly 


concerns, I thought it needful firſt to publiſh this 


Part of what I propoſed to offer to the moſt ſerious 


Thoughts of People. 
The DzcLararTions of the Judge of the whole 
Earth, which have been related, are indeed full of 


 dolefol Tidings, Tidings which may juſtly fill the 
Minds of People with an awful Fear and Dread of 


| provoking the Divine Anger, and excite them to 
forſake their Sins. 


Are not the T hreatnings mentioned; the Threats» - 


nings of Almighty God, againſt thoſe Sorts of Per- 
ſons, who are the Objects of them! And is not the 
Great God able to execute them ! And will he not do 
lo, in caſe the Guilty remain incorrigible! 

And when, in. Way of his Providence, he pro- 
ceeds to fulfil his Threatnings, can the guilty Sin- 


ners, againſt whom they are pronounced, expect to 


eſcape them? Can they fly from God? Can they get 
out of the Reach of his almighty Arm ? Can they 
hide themſelves, where he cannot find them ? Car 
any hide himſelf in ſecret Places, that I ſhall not ſee 
him? $a1TH THE LorD. Fer. xxiii. 24. He ſhall 


not be able to hide himſelf, ſays God, Jerem. xl. 


* 10% 

Every one has Reaſon to fay unto God, as David 
did, P,, gxxxix. 1. O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me, 
and known me—thou underſtandeſt my Thought afar 


off —and ans acquainted with all my Ways — For there 


is not a Word in my Tongue, but lo, O Lord thou 
knowejt it allogetber.— hither fhall Igo from thy 


Spirit? or whither ſhall I flee from thy Preſence? If I 


aſcend up into Heaven, thou art there : if 1 make my 
Bed in Hell, bebold thou art there. If I ſay, ſurely 


the Darkneſs ſhall cover me; even the Night ſhall be 


Light about me; yea, the Darkneſs bigeih not from 
thee. | 


D 2 Ot: Theſe 


fle 


art 


0) op te OO A ates RE e ONO OS 


r ACER mega . N r 
wn 9 „ . N 64+ wot * 
. —— . Ran yr bees, a5 
IS ers. rt {ae n e - 
RC Ry 5 5 222 
y 2 E 


* 
1 : 
„ 
42+: 
4 + = 
* =p * 
1 
© 43; 
£22, 
* 14 * 
7 . © : 
4 © * 
+ b 
. 
”,; 183 
: E 
= © WS 
5 1 
. 
Fe 8 75 5 
5 . 
r 
$48 9 
2 - 
$- 7 
"F< N 7 5 
© 5 
i _ 
_ 3 
6 * '* 7 
FE b 
_ =  - 
. % 7 
111 
"i 
x - 4 : 
$83} 
1 I* 
f 51 1 
: IBS : 
L LH : 
1 
TY 
1 
11 
7 


PP 
5 Pac err er 
* 5 F 
, 3 
Gb go 


"concerning a Kingdom, 10 pluck up, to pull down, and 


2 Sacred Da Sc. 


Theſe are certain Truths: How vain and fooliſh 
is it then for guilty ſtubborn Sinners to ſeck by Flight 
a Safety from the Judgments God has denounced 
againſt them. 

But is there no Hope ? Is there no eſcaping the 


Wrath and Vengeance of the holy God? I anſwer, 


there is none by Flight, none by Riches, none by 


human Power or Policy. 


Yet, bleſſed be the mercifu} God, there is ſome 
Hope remaining ; there 1s a Door of Hope, opened 
by.the gracious + Dec! arations, and kind Invitations 
whichAlmighty God, infinite 1a Goodneſs, has made 
to thoſe who provok=d him to deſtroy them. 

Waſh ye, make you clean (ſays our God who de- 
lights in * r e 16, &c.) Put away the 
Evil F Jour Doings from before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do 


Evil, learn to do <vell, feek Fudgment, relieve the Op- 


preſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, plead for the Widow. 
Come now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the 

Lerd: Though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as 

wohite as Snow ; though they be red like Crimſon, they 


fall be as Mobi. 


F ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the Good © 
1% the Land. v. 19. Which implies not only that 
God would then pardon them, and forbear to inflict 
theJudgments threatened againſt them, but alfo that 
God would blcts them, and provide e for 
them, - | | 

It is added, ver. 20. But if ye refuſe, and re- 
bel, Je ſhall be devoured with the Sword: for the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Signifying, that 
if they would not repent of their Sins, but go on in 
their Treſpaſſes, and continue their Rebellion againſt 
God, they ſhould certainly be deſtroyed. 

In Jerem. xviii. 7, 8. our merciful God ſays, At 
what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and 
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* doſtroy it, if that Nation, againſt whom ] have pro- 


_ nounced, turn from their Evil, I will repent of the. 


Evil that 1 thought to do unto them. 
In Ezek. xxxiii. 11. As I live ſaith the Lord God, 


T have no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but 
that the Wicked turn from his Way, and live: Turn 


ye, turn ye from your evil Ways : for why will ye die, 


O Houſe of Iſrael ? 
In Ezek. xvii. 21, 22, it is faid, But if the Wic- 
ked will turn from all "big Sins that be hath committed, 


and keep all my Statutes, and do that which is lawful | 


and right, be ſhall ſurely, live, he ſhall not die. All his 


Tranſereſſions that he hath committed, L ſpall not be 


mentioned unto bim, 


How amazing is the Mercy of God | What En- 


couragement 1s here to engage the Wicked to turn 


ftom their evil Ways, to repent of their Sins, and to 


return to God and their Duty? How ſhould the 
Loving-kindneſs of God make us aſhamed of the 
* ranſgreſſions and Offences we have committed a- 


gainſt him ! Is God willing to be reconciled to us, 


_ notwithſtanding the Multicudes and Heinouſneſs of 
our Crimes! and willing ſo perfectly to forgive 
them, that they ſhall not be even mentioned to us for 

a Reproach, and Condemnation, if we turn from all 


dur Sins, and conſcientiouſly keep all his Statutes, 


and do that which is lawful and right. And ſhall we 
not be thankful for. the wonderful Manifeſtations of 
Divine Grace, and return unto the Lord our God! 

O that there was ſuch an Heart in all the Wick- 


| ed! Seek ye the Lord while be may be found, (fays the 


Prophet) call ye upon him while. be is near. Let the 
Wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteous Man his 
Thoughts : and let him return unto the Lord, and he 


will have Mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly FRO Iſa. ly. 6, 2 
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Ye are gone away from mine Ordinances, and have 
not kept them: Return unto me, and I will return 
unto you, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. iii. 7. 

Therefore ſav thou unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord of 


Hoſts, Turn ye unto me, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 


and I will turn unto you, ſaith the Lord of H. os, 
Zech. 1. 3. 
Now theſe 


Declarations of God, are  cer- | 


£ Fracions tain Evidences that God is willing to be reconciled 


to Sinners, notwithſtanding the Number of their 
Sins, and although they have long lived in Diſobe- 
dienee to him : They ſhew that there is a Way, and 
a ſure Way to Reconciliation and Peace with him, 
a ſure Way to obtain Forgiveneſs, and the Favour 
of God; and therefore a jure Way to Safety, Com- 
fort, and Happineſs. 

But what is the Way by which Sinners may re- 
turn to God? This is a moſt important Enquiry, 
and our Bleſſed Saviour anſwers it in Fobn xiv. 6. 
Feſus ſaith unto him, (that is, to Thomas, ver. 5.) 1 
am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life: No Man 
cometh unto the Father, but ty me. 

The ſure Way of returning to God acceptably, i is 
through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, the only Saviour, 


and the only Mediator between God and Man. 


Faith in Chriſt is the only Way to obtain Salva- 
tion from our Sins, and Peace with God, I am the 
Door; by me if any Man enter in, he ſoall be ſaved, 


ſaid our compaſſionate Saviour, Fobn a. 


Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the Ends ef 
the Earth, faith our gracious Redeemer, 1ſaiahb xlv. 
22. 

This is the Way that God in his Word has re- 
vealed, and directs us to. 

And it is what the Miniſters of the Goſpel are to 


inſtruct us in. 


They 


Sacred Declarations, Sc. 31 
They are to acquaint us, that there is a Fountain 
opened for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs, (Zech. xiii. 1.) 
in which we may waſh, and be clean: They are to 
preach that the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth us 
from all Sin, (1 Jobn i. 7.0 if we believe in his 
Name. | 

They are to preach Repentance towards God, and 
Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (Ads xx. 21.) 
and to publiſh thoſe Declarations, which the God of 
Mercy and Salvation has made in his Word, con- 
cerning thoſe that repent of their Sins, and believe 
in the Lord Jeſus, ſuch as the following, viz. | 
As ii. 38. Repent, and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the Name of Feſus Chrift, for the Remiſſion of 
Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Holy Ghoſs. 

Acts iii. 19. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 
that your Sins may be blotted out, when the Times 
7 y RI ſhall come from the Preſence of the 
And that in Jobn ii in. 16. wiz. God fo loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
ſoever believeth on him ſbould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting Life. 

John i. 12. As many as received him, to thein gave 
be Power to become the Sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his Name. 

Fobn xii. 46. J am come a Light into the World, 
(ſaid our gracious Saviour) that whoſoever believeth 

on me, ſhould not abide in Darkneſs. 
Ads xvi. 31. It is ſaid, Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

Theſe ſacred Declarations of God, ſhew plainly 
that there is a Way, and a ſure Way to obtain the 

Pardon of Sin and eternal Life, and they ſhew to 
us what this Way is, viz. the Way of Repentance 
and Faith; or the turning from our Sins, and re- 
| turn» 
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32 Sacred Declarations, c. 
turning to God, and the Obedience we owe unto 
him; and the receiving Chriſt, as our Saviour, and 
Prince, and truſting in him alone for Salvation. 

And other Declarations recorded in the divine 
Word, do manifeſt that this Way is the Oy to 
Safety, Comfort, and Happineſs. 

It is the Way to SartrTy, For in Dew. xxxiii. 
12. it is ſaid, The beloved of the Lord ſhall dwell in 
Safety by him, and the Lord fhall cover him (or Pro- 

tect him from Evil) all the Day long. 
And in Prov. xvii. 16. it is ſaid, The Name of the 
LoRD is a ſtrong Tower ; the Righteous runneih into 
it, and is ſafe, 

In Jobn xi. 18, 19. ew foalt take 1. Ref in 
Safety. Alſo thou ſhalt lie down, and none 2 make 
thee afraid. 

In Iſa. xxxii. 18. Our God Gy, My People ſhall 
dwell in à peaceable Habitation, and in ſure Dwellings, 
and in quiet reſting Places, 

And that it is the Way to ComrorT appears from 
ſuch Declarations as the following, viz. . 

Pſal. cxix. 165. Great Peace ( (and therefore much 
Comfort) they have cobich love 2 Law, and notbing 
Hall offend them, 
In Pfal. cxii. 7. it is faid, He hall not be afraid of 

evil Tidings ; bis Heart 7s fixed truſting in the 


. 
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In Pſal. xxix. 11. it is declared, that, 7. be Lonn 
2010 bleſs his People with Peace. 

It is the good Pleaſure of our heavenly Father, 
that they who love and ſerve him, ſhould enjoy in- 
ward Peace and Conſolation. 
10 1 i ve, comfort ye, my People, faith your God, 

a. x 

ComFoRT is promiſed to repenting Sinners in Tja. 
vu. 18. J have ſeen his Ways, and will heal bim: 
1 will lead him alſo, and ore Comforts unto _ . 

n 


Sacred Balea Sc. 33 
And the bleſſed Jeſus has promiſed unto his 


= Dil les the holy Spirit as a Comforter ia Jahn iy. 


aying, I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
— another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever. 
This Way is alſo a ſure Way to Happineſs, to 

Happineſs | both in this World and 1 in that which 1 18 
to come. 

It is declared in 1 Tim. v. 8. That Godlineſs is pro- 
fitable unto all Things, having the Promiſe of the Life 
that now is, and of that which is to come. 

The Abundance of precious Promiſes, Promiſes 
of Bleſſings, ſpiritual and temporal, in this World 
to ſerious Chriſtians, who believe in the Lord Jeſus, 
and love, and ſerve God in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
ceſs, the Promiſes of an eternal Salvation, of a 
Crown of Glory, of an everlaſting Life, and of 
eternal Inheritance, (Heb. ix. 1 5). are Evidences 
that there is a ſure Way to Happineſs. 

The Apoſtle Peter ſays, Bleed be the God and 
Father 3 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, accord- 
ing to his abundant Mercy, hath begotten us again 
unto a lively Hope, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chrift from the Dead, to an Inheritance incorruptible, 
. undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved i in Hea- 

ven for you, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4. 
In this World, many are the Afflictions of the 
Righteous, tho few, very few, in Compariſon with 
the Numbers of the Mercies they enjoy; and 
light, very light, in Compariſon with the Weight 
and Importance of the Bleſſiugs God has beſtowed 
on them: But God is preſent with them in all their 
Afflictions, he puts under them the everlaſting Arms, 
and will moſt certainly deliver chem out of all their 


Troubles. 


He will make all Things to ilſue well unto them, | 
as appears from that Declaration, Rom. viii. 28. 
E. | VIA 


34 Sacred Declarations, &c. Ts, 
vi. All Things work together for Good lo them that 


love God, to them who are the Called according to his 
Purpoſe. 5 3 
I have now ſhewed from the infallible Word off 
God, the Way that leads to the Suffering of his 
Wrath in this World, and to an endleſs Deſtruc- 
tion in the next; and alfo the Way, and the ſure 


May to Safety, Comfort, and Happineſs, here and 


for ever hereafter. 


* 


I ſhall now conclude this Letter, with a brief Ad- 
dreſs to thoſe Sorts of Perſons, whoin the righteous 


God has threatned with Puniſhments in this World. 
And let me intreat ſuch of you to conſider the 
awful Threatnings denounced. againſt you. You 
are the Objects, the miſerable Objects of the divine 
Anger. The Loxp's Indignation is againſt you, 
his terrible Controverſy is with you. You have been 
hitherto heaping up Wrath againſt the Day of 
ky rath; the Day of his wrathful Viſitation for 
in. | 3 TE 
And tho? he may ſuffer many Individuals, in 


each Sort of Sinners, to eſcape, in this World, his 


threatned Vengeance, yet Multitudes will be de- 
ſtroyed, and by a dreadful Violence be ſent to 
take their dreadful Abode with Devils reſerved in 
Chains under Darkneſs to the final Judgment. 
And you do not know, that you ſhall not be 
ſome of this Multitude. | | OG 

O ponder this in your Thoughts, and reaſon 
with yourſelves in the following Manner, as you 


have good Cauſe to do ſo, viz. | 


Ho lamentable is my Condition! how fearful 
« are the Threatnings of the Almighty ! how 


. © ſhall I be able to bear the Execution of them! 


Hou bitter are the Reflections on the Iniquities 
« of my Heart and Life! What Advantage, 
* what Confolition have Il, or can I have from 
* thoſe Sins, which I have indulged ! How mon- 

- | - | 00 ſt rous, 
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ſtrous, how heinous, how aggravated are the 
Sins which I have been guilty of, and wilfully re- 
peated, Times without Number! Alas! what will 
become of me, if I ſtill go on in my evil Ways ! 
God be merciful to me a Sinner ! a vile Sinner, a 


moſt Hell-deſerving Sinner! And may ſuch a 


one as I, hope for-any Mercy? Is there a Way 
for ſuch. a Tranſgreſſor as I have been, to ob- 
tain Pardon, and Peace, and Reconciliation with 


the holy God, whom J have fo much, and fo. 


4c 


long offended *? ? 


Fes, O my Soul ! there is a fire Way, even 


6 


for the Chief of Sinners, to obtain all that 


Mercy, Salvation and Happineſs, which guilty 


and wretched Creatures do want. 


„The DecraraTions, the kind Declarations 
of God which I have read in this Letter, and 
which are recorded in the 1 e are un- 


deniable Proofs of it. 


An Abparss to GOD. 


} 


* And 1 now, © moſt gracious God, I humbly: 


praiſe and thank thee for them; I now renounce 
all my Sins with Shame and Grief: I confeſs them 
with a Loathing of them, and acknowledge that 


thou mighteſt moſt juſtly deſtroy me. But, O 


ſpare me for Chriſt's Sake ! for thy Mercy Sake ! 
<< I believe that the Lord Jeſus is both able and 


willing to fave even the Chief of Sinners, and ſuch 
a vile Sinner as J have been. I believe him to be 
the promiſed Saviour! Lord increaſe my Faith ! 


Help me againſt Unbelief! I take the Bleſſed Je- 


ſus to be my Saviour, and humbly beſeech thee 


by thy holy Spirit, thoroughly to convert, renew, 
and ſanctifꝰ me! and do thou work continual ly 
in me both to wil}, and to "= ns = good Plea- 


Jurs ! 
E 2 = | «7 
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I now devote myſelf to thee, to be thine in an 


40 


everlaſting Covenant | I beſeech thee from this 


Time to incline, and enable me to live according 


40 


to the höly Rules of ay; Word.” | Amen, for 


Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. „ 8 


i $3 
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4 O ay Soul reflect upon ik, and contider. the 


4 * 


* wonderful Patience of God towards thee, in not 


pouring out his Plagues upon thee, and ſending 


| thee down quick into Hell ! Think on the Riches 
of his Mercy manifeſted in giving thee this 


Hour for renouncing thy Sins, and for accepting 
the Saviour whom his Love provided; and think 


on his Grace in helping thee, by his holy Spirit, 
to return to him through Chriſt; and to t in 
Chriſt Jeſus alone for Salvation. 


« Happy Tranſaction, between God and my Soul 5 
this Hour! 

If I had remained thoughtleſs, and Jnconkide- 
rate, and perſiſted in my evil Ways, ſome de- 


ſtroying Judgment might have put an End to my 
Life while I was ſo doing; and then the impor- 


tant Tranſaction could never, never be performed. 
„ But ſince 1 have been through Grace enabled to 


accept of Chriſt, and am become one of his Diſ- 
ciples; ſince have devoted myſelf to God, and 
renounced al} my Tranſgreſſions, I have great 
| Reaſon to delight in God, as my God, and to re- 


Joice in Chriſt Jeſus, as being 1 now my dear Lord, 
Maſter, and Redeemer, 

* And may well hope, that whatever Confuſions, 
and Calamities may happen in this Country, or 
City, my Condition for Eternity is ſafe, and will 


be happy. Now I may lay aſide all Fears of 


Death, even when the killing Arrows ſhall fall 


thick around me. 
40 For 


Sacred Declarations, &c. 37 


& For to a good Man, the Day of Death is bet- 
cs ter than the Day of his Birth, and when his Soul 
becomes abſent from his Body, it will be preſent 
<« with the Lord, and the earthy Houſe of this 
„ Tabernacle (viz. of his Body) ſhall be diffolved; 


86 
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„Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. v. 1. 
And although in this World I may have Trou- 
„ble, yet I may well hope for Peace in Chriſt 
«« Jeſus; and therefore by the Help of the Holy 
« Spirit I will continue ſeeking to, and truſting in 
<< the bleſſed Jeſus, and endeavour faithfully to ſerve 


e my God and Saviour to the utmoſt End of 


4 Life.“ | : 


Thus may every one that repents of his Sins, and 
thankfully accepts of Chriſt to be his Saviour, and 


Lord, as he is freely offered to all Sorts of Sinners 


in the Goſpel ; thus, I fay, may every ſuch Perſon 
reaſon within himſelf, and be comforted, _ 

I I will only add, that it is my earneſt Prayer for 
thoſe who have hitherto been regardleſs of God, of 
an Intereſt in Chriſt and their Duty, and thoughtleſs 
of the Concerns of their immortal Souls, and hi- 
therto walked in Ways of wilful Diſobedienee to the 
pure and holy Commandments of God, that they 
may by his Spirit have the foregoing Thoughts 
made their own, and their Souls inclined, and en- 
abled to perform thoſe Acts ſignified by the Ex- 
preſſions in the Addreſs to God, | 


O merciful God ! hear this Prayer, and grant 
theſe Petitions for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake | and lor the 
glorious Manifeſtation of the Energy and Sove- 
reignty of thy Grace, and of the Riches of thy 
Love! Amen. And let every one that ſhall read 
_ theſe Papers ſay Amen. 


he has @ Building of God, an Houſe not made with 


when, 
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